Keeping Children Safe in Education 2026
The updated KCSIE guidance introduces significant changes that schools and colleges in England must prepare to implement, including: [
·  Part 1 Requirement: Annex A has been removed, and all staff are now expected to read Part 1 of the guidance in full. 
· Volunteers: Tighter rules state that supervised volunteers are now subject to additional safeguarding checks (previously exempt). 
· Gender-Questioning Pupils: New provisions specifically address the handling of social transition requests. 
· Mobile Phones & Online Safety: Enhanced online risk categories cover AI-generated content and deepfakes. Schools are expected to be mobile phone-free by default, and filtering and monitoring systems must now be reviewed annually. 
· Facilities: Guidelines clarify expectations for separate single-sex toilets and overnight accommodation. 
· Other Additions: There are also stronger directives regarding serious violence, misogyny, and new sport-specific exceptions based on biological sex. 
· For comprehensive summaries and briefings on implementing these changes, you can consult the NSPCC KCSIE Caspar Briefing or listen to the Safeguarding Network KCSIE Webinar. 
 
